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In the late evening hours of January 24th, we received an emergency text for a third-party, non-member case.  The death had occurred unexpectedly due to an accidental house fire.  The son was planning to drive to the location of the accident, which was several hours from his home, and needed time to talk with the rest of the family about having his mother cryopreserved.  The accident was also to be investigated by a detective the following day, and there was the possibility of an autopsy.  After consultation with the Deployment Committee, the decision was made to deploy Aaron Drake to California the next morning.  Over the next few days, several events transpired, resulting in acceptance of A-2469 as an Alcor patient.  The medical examiner’s office held her for a few days but was generally cooperative and chose to do a non-invasive autopsy using a CT scan, after which the patient was placed on dry ice and driven back to Alcor for neuroseparation and a straight freeze procedure.  A-2469 is Alcor’s 90th patient.  A debriefing was held on February 4th with a full case report to be issued thereafter.

Around this same time, we were contacted about an Arizona member who had been taken to the ER and was to undergo emergency surgery.  Based on the information available to us, her condition was not deemed life threatening, and she has since been released from the hospital.  She is temporarily on our “watch list” until we are confident she has fully recuperated.

We were also contacted about a woman in Florida who had donated her body to Alcor, not for the purpose of being cryopreserved, with the hope of revival, but for the purpose of research.  This represented a rare opportunity for training, equipment testing and information-gathering about the effects of cryopreservation on the brain.  The matter was discussed extensively with Alcor’s technical staff and several advisors, as well as Suspended Animation, Inc.  The pros and cons of proceeding were conscientiously weighed.  In the end, several factors resulted in a declination of the anatomical gift.  Factors that were considered included cost, the risk of communicable disease, the lack of forewarning of her death, legal concerns, and the need to restore readiness after the A-2469 case. 

We entered into an agreement with Advanced Neural Biosciences, Inc. (ANB) that will help Alcor address long-standing issues relevant to the field of cryonics.  Part of the agreement involves ANB conducting experiments requested by Alcor.  The details of these experiments are still being worked out, but it will likely involve validating existing and potential whole body organ preservation solutions and stepwise validation of Alcor’s medication protocol for field operations.
I reported last month that the company repairing our dewar hoped to begin testing shortly.  Their plans were slightly delayed due to a leak, which has since been repaired.  For the past few weeks they have been pumping down the dewar and testing is now scheduled for February, if everything goes as expected.  Their original plan was to test the dewar about 30 percent full of liquid nitrogen, however, we advised of our preference that it be tested with the dewar completely full.  This is 

important to give us the best indication of its actual boiloff rate.  We agreed to cover the cost of the additional liquid nitrogen necessary to run this more comprehensive test.

Progress continues on some R&D projects, including development of the cooldown/acoustic monitoring system.  Joel Andersen has just about finished the data acquisition phase of the project and will soon be moving on to post-processing.  Following the A-2469 case, Randal Fry made some minor repairs to the ice bath that was deployed.  He also continues to address items needing attention on the whole body perfusion table.  This month he rebuilt the center cold stage fan motor to one of a dual-winding model with silicone insulation and is rebuilding the lids to improve the seams between the lids and install lighting.  Steve Graber completed the whole body transfer SOP, complete with step-by-step photos and instructions.

A team of paramedics formed last year to offer emergency response to Alcor members in Brevard County, Florida.  They are sponsored by and overseen through an agent of Terasem Movement, Inc.  Following their training session at Alcor, Terasem’s agent developed a draft SOP.  There was discussion taking place on the Research & Development Committee about the SOP, which is a good overview.  However, it is based on hospital emergency instructions which do not reflect the interventions that are possible with a full set of kits and a designated team of paramedics.  A more comprehensive protocol is to be written by the authors of the “Human Cryopreservation Procedures” book, Charles Platt and Aschwin de Wolf.  

Alcor will soon be advertising for two positions: Technical Coordinator and Readiness Coordinator.  You can visit our blog (www.alcornews.org) during the month of February for the full job ads.  Below are some excerpts:

The Technical Coordinator will be responsible for the development, operation, and maintenance of equipment and infrastructure required to perform human cryopreservation and related research at Alcor's facility.  This position will work with Alcor’s technical staff and Research and Development Committee to maintain and improve existing procedures and equipment, and to design, construct, test, and validate new equipment and procedures.  The Readiness Coordinator will work with Alcor’s Transport Coordinator in arranging and performing standbys, postmortem stabilization, and transport of Alcor patients to Alcor's facility.  The Readiness Coordinator will also be responsible for purchasing, inventorying, and otherwise maintaining supplies and equipment necessary for cryonics procedures at remote locations and at Alcor’s Scottsdale facility. Additionally the Readiness Coordinator will participate in training and outfitting of regional groups in the United States and other countries who assist with stabilization and transport of Alcor patients.  

Several financial matters were attended to this month.  A significant portion of our income from membership dues is usually received in January, so Bonnie Magee finished updating QuickBooks for last month and processed the billing.  Our income from dues was lower than usual in January because the mailing was sent out later in the month to give our members time to prepare for the increase.  Bonnie Magee also did significant research on the 1099s, which she discovered are to be mailed by February 15th, rather than the end of January.  Bonnie, who has been working closely with our accountants on any issues that arise, identified a change we need to make going forward on the 1099s and is contacting the people who may be affected.  I performed a thorough review of the original deposit amounts for our prepayment accounts.  Several of the associated CDs have matured and we need to advise Smith Barney how much to reinvest.  This research will also be helpful when we process the prepayment interest checks in the near future.

We submitted the forms to our bank and various investment firms necessary to change the account signers, per a recent board resolution.  We also took this opportunity to move the reserve fund into Vanguard’s prime money market account and request the $35,000 withdrawal approved at last month’s board meeting.  We have since received Michael Miller’s death certificate and submitted our insurance claim.  Our property insurance is coming due, so D’Bora Tarrant arranged a call with our new agent who was in need of a wide range of information in order to bring our business to market.  I was joined on the call by D’Bora and Bonnie, to help answer questions relevant to pricing out our auto, general liability and property insurance.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jennifer Chapman

Executive Director
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